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SUNDAYS In February, ‘Music of Friends’ continues to showcase
ZEEHBH 10AM performances by exceptional local musicians; and to celebrate
THURSDAYS i £ #51 the Chinese New Year, a selection of Chinese musicians will

be featured.
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MEMEEN BRBTEA Gracing the airwaves for this programme on 1 February is

soprano Viola Cheung, who was recently featured in the LCSD's
'Hong Kong Artists’ Series. Selected as one of RTHK’s Young
Music Makers in 2015, Viola is a graduate of Hong Kong Baptist
University, the Royal Conservatory of The Hague and Codarts
Rotterdam. Following her triumphant debut as Queen of the Night
in Mozart's Die Zauberfléte in 2017, Viola toured 18 cities across
the Netherlands and Belgium in this role. She has also premiered
over 30 new works, including appearances with the Dutch
National Opera, at the Composers’ Festivals of Amsterdam and
Rotterdam, and at Festival Dag in de Branding. In her ‘Music of
Friends’' programme, she and pianist Alexander Wong will delight
us with arias from La bohéme, La traviata, and more.

We welcome the return of distinguished guzheng master Connie
Ng in the second week. Once featured as Radio 4's Artist-in-
Residence, Connie is a performer, educator, composer and
author. Having toured over 20 countries and regions across
America, Europe and Asia, Connie is not only the first guzheng
player from Hong Kong to collaborate regularly with international
record labels, but has also composed and performed for
television soundtracks. Her name is included in both 20" Century
History of Chinese Music and 20" Century Biographies of Chinese
Music Figures. In this episode, she has curated a selection of
guzheng compositions from various Chinese provinces - a
showcase not to be missed.

We have dizi player Chu Siu-wai and his friends to celebrate the
Chinese New Year together in the third week. A distinguished
student of Lam Si-kwan and Cheung Heung-wah, Chu is a highly
versatile dizi performer who has travelled on world concert tours
with various music ensembles, and has staged performances in
Taiwan, Macau, Korea, Warsaw, Hawaii, Malaysia, Australia, Italy,
France and Canada. He has also performed in many international
music festivals, including the 34th '‘Encuentros’ International
Festival in Argentina, International Music Festival in Buenos
Aires, Melbourne Music Festival, Singapore Arts Festival, Hong
Kong New Vision Arts Festival, Hong Kong ISCM-ACL World Music
Days, Shanghai Spring International Music Festival, and more. To
set the festive mood for the Chinese New Year, Chu is joined by
erhu player Wong Chi-chung, pipa performer Yeung Po-wing, and
guzheng player Connie Ng, to present some of the best Chinese
classics in the studio.

Last but not least, the popular young Cantonese group
TroVessional is our guest in the final week of February. This
Cantonese music band aims to showcase bold and innovative
performance styles while building upon traditional foundations.
In addition to performing traditional Cantonese music, they have
released original namyaam (traditional Cantonese narrative
singing) pieces such as The Five of Us, A Brief Talk on Namyaam,
and Hua Yan Buddhaverse, a work commissioned by Zuni
Icosahedron. TroVessional has also arranged Cantonese music
pieces, including the dizi solo Birds Returning to the Woods, and
the jazz-inspired piece Dancing Around the Ballroom with Aroma
of Champagne. Members of TroVessional specialise in various
musical genres, including Cantonese opera, Cantonese music,
and narrative singing. In this episode, you will experience the
diverse aspects of the group - a programme not to be missed!
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